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Class Night 
Tuesday, May 12
6:00 pm-9:00 pm

Savage Mill Great Room
Historic Savage Mill,  

8600 Foundry St., Savage, MD 20763
Wear semi-formal attire.

Senior Class Picnic
Thursday, May 21
12:00 pm-3:00 pm

Cedar Lane Park West Pavilion
5081 Cedar Ln., Columbia, MD 21044

Wear school-appropriate attire.
Tickets are $10 each.

You MUST turn in a signed permission slip to attend.

Both events are for
MTH Seniors ONLY!
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Senior Event Information
Senior Final Exam Schedule
Friday, May 15 
12:25 - 2:10 pm Period 6 Exam

Monday, May 18
7:25 - 8:55 am  Period 1 Exam
12:40 - 2:10 pm Period 5 Exam

Tuesday, May 19
7:25 - 8:55 am  Period 2 Exam
10:35 am - 12:45 pm Period 4B Exam

Wednesday, May 20
9:00 - 10:30 am Period 3 Exam
10:35 am - 2:35 pm Period 4A Exam

mandatory
Graduation
Rehearsals

Tuesday, May 19
12:40 pm - 2:10 pm
Wednesday, May 20
7:25 am - 8:55 am
12:40 pm - 2:10 pm

STUDENTS WHO DO NOT ATTEND
WILL NOT WALK ACROSS THE STAGE

AT COMMENCEMENT.

Commencement Ceremony
Thursday, May 28

Merriweather Post Pavilion
8:00 pm

Seniors must be in their seats for 
attendance by 7:00 pm.

Thursday, May 21
Line up in cap & gown for 
processional at 7:30 am.
Senior Awards Ceremony

Auditorium, 8:00 am - 10:30 am
Class Picture

10:35 am - 11:00 am
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Editor-in-Chief Learns, Masters Four Elements
By Brady Burman-Magday

To commemorate the end of their senior year, our Editors-in-Chief took this opportunity to share their experiences. Alia Abdelkader, a 
dedicated humanities student, reflects upon her time with her mentor and the Class of 2015’s Teacher of the Year, Mr. Vann Prime.

Brady Burman-Magday, ever the sentimentalist, takes readers through his four-year high school journey.

Mr. Vann Prime Chosen as Teacher of the Year
By Alia Abdelkader

Four years. 1460 days (More or less). 
Personally, with the amount of absences 
(excused, mind you) I racked up during my 
senior year, that number is much lower.

Still, Mt. Hebron became my home for 
four years. My shelter from the dangers of 
puberty. And yes, I said danger. On Apr. 
15, I received a letter addressed to me in 
the mail. I don’t get mail; I can’t imagine 
that many high schoolers get mail unless it 
entails large bundles of college spam. 

The letter and handwriting looked 
strangely familiar, though, and when I 
opened it up, it all came back to me. I had 
written the letter in fifth grade to my future 
self. 

If you knew me in fifth grade, you would 
also know that had I not gone through 
puberty, I would be in  pretty bad shape, 
appearance-wise. I would be a croc-
wearing, 90-pound boy with a bowl haircut. 
My branded athletic shirts would have told 
you of how I existed in a perpetual state of 
“Doing It” or “Running the Game.”

When I wrote the letter, the “Bee Movie” 
was in theaters. Did we ever get a follow 
up on how the bees are doing? I suppose 
not, because then came middle school.

Thus, we conclude my recollection of 
middle school.

Middle school is a dark time, no matter 
who you are. I strongly believe middle 
school was based off of “The Dark Ages,” 
the ten-century period of intellectual 
dormancy, pestilence and plague. Granted, 
I learned some important math skills, how 

to make monkey bread and prepositions 
(thank you, Ms. Rogers). Otherwise, the 
largest changes, both social and academic, 
come in high school.

As an incoming freshman, I was pretty 
much clueless. It took me probably a month 
before I learned there was a basement in 
this building. 

Architecture aside, I really didn’t know 
any of my classmates either. I went to 
Patapsco Middle School. But when I 
came through those doors four years ago, 
everything changed. 

My English class had students from 

Dunloggin, but my math class was filled 
with Ellicott Mills graduates. Over time, 
though, those foreigners became friends. 
We are all Vikings. And, we always will 
be, no matter what college we will be 
attending (see pages 10 and 11).

Sappy, I know. Do not rain on my parade. 
Oh, what was that I just mentioned? Rain? 
Yeah, who else remembers when we had 

a fire drill in the rain? I guess an English 
teacher would say we metaphorically 
washed away our middle school 
awkwardness on that fateful day. 

Or maybe not. I have never been the 
type of guy to get something perfectly on 
the first try. We should call freshman year 
a practice run. We were inexperienced, 
which is what made it so fun.

You have trouble finding your classes. 
“Oh, you’re a freshman.” You trip and 
fall up the stairs (yes, I mean up, and yes, 
it happened three times that year). “Oh, 
you’re a freshman.” 

You are trapped outside of the cluster of 
upperclassmen at a school dance, so you CONTINUED ON PG. 9 >>“We should 

call freshman 
year a practice 
run. We were 
inexperienced, 

which is what made 
it fun.”

stand awkwardly with your date, making 
subtle eye contact as you struggle to figure 
out what to say or how to position your 
hands. Do they just hang in front of me? 
This feels so awkward. I wish I just did 
not have hands at all. “So, do you want 
to dance?” You thought you said, but in 
reality it was inaudible given the amount 
of white noise coming from the DJ’s 
speakers. Thank goodness for that, though, 
because your voice cracked while you said 
it. Nevertheless: “Oh, you’re a freshman.”

Then came sophomore year. I started 
to look more, well, never mind. I have 
looked the same since middle school, but

Back to the Future Left: Burman-Magday and his date, close friend Janie Freedman, 
on Homecoming Day, freshman year. Right: The two on Prom Day, this year.

Congratulations in Order Mr. Prime hugs fellow Social Studies teacher Ms. Angela 
Sugg after being named Teacher of the Year. (Photo courtesy of Ms. Jennifer Goodwin )

I still remember the first time I met 
Social Studies teacher Mr. Vann Prime. It 
was during the spring of my freshman year, 
and I was starting to realize that I had yet to 
get involved or join any clubs. 

When I checked the list of student 
organizations in my agenda book and 
found Mr. Prime listed as the sponsor for 
the Debate Team, I figured it was as good a 
place as any to start (I personally consider 
arguing to be my strong suit). I decided to 
go to his classroom and see what it was all 
about. 

I later learned that what I had done was 
an unprecedented breach of protocol. Mr. 
Prime teaches Economics and European 

History, classes offered exclusively to 
juniors and seniors; he generally does not 
mix with underclassmen.

Blithely unaware, I walked into room 
119, which I have since come to call 
“Prime’s Palace,” and walked straight up 
to Mr. Prime’s desk to ask how I would go 
about joining. 

Years later, Mr. Prime and I discussed 
our first meeting, and he told me that from 
the very beginning, he was impressed by 
my tenacity and confidence. I think he was 
surprised that I knew what I was doing. 

In any case, that was when it all began. 
In the years that followed, I took part in 
Model United Nations and Mock Trial, 
both clubs that Mr. Prime sponsors. My 

junior year and senior years, I took his 
Economics classes. I am also his student 
aide.

I think it is safe to say that I have spent 
more time around Mr. Prime than many of 
my peers, and over time, I have come to 
feel that he understands me best of all of 
the teachers I have ever had.

I personally feel that we get along so 
well because we are quite like-minded. 
On the Myers-Briggs Personality test, 
both of us are classified as “ENTJ,” that 
is to say, “extroverted, intuitive, thinking 
and judging.” Also known as “The 
Commander.” How wildly appropriate.

The rapport that Mr. Prime and I have 
developed over the years is unique because 
I genuinely view him not only as a teacher, 
but as a mentor and friend.

Mr. Prime, underneath his facade of 
sarcastic, witty banter and Vineyard Vines 
sweaters, is one of the most caring and 
understanding people I know. 

Anyone who has ever worked with Mr. 
Prime or taken his classes knows that he 
always makes time for his students. He 

“He imparts upon 
us that knowledge 

is power and makes 
sure that we know 

how to use it.”

devotes himself so wholeheartedly to them. 
If a student expresses that he or she is 

having troubles or wants to improve, Mr. 
Prime will personally stay after school to 
tutor, administer retests and work with 
students one-on-one until they succeed.

And they really do succeed. Many of 
Mr. Prime’s students move on to study 
at prestigious schools around the country 
(and beyond). 

Every so often, when colleges let out for 
fall or spring break, former students pop 
into Mr. Prime’s room to say hello. 

Each alum says some version of the 
same things: “I just aced an Econ exam and 
ruined the curve for the rest of my class, 
and it was all because of what I learned 
from you” or “I was reading Hobbes in 
my Philosophy class and thought of the 
picture you showed us in Euro of your face 
superimposed upon the head of Leviathan.” 

It is truly humbling to see how, even 
years later, Mr. Prime’s students still recall 
the lessons they learned and the fond 
memories they shared. I know that years 
from now, I will still remember the time I 
spent under Mr. Prime’s tutelage.

Not only is Mr. Prime inexplicably 
knowledgeable about the subject matter 
he teaches, but he is also incredibly 
passionate. One cannot sit in on one of his 
lectures without feeling enlightened and 
invigorated. He demonstrates and imparts 
upon us that knowledge is power and 
makes sure that we know how to use it.

It has truly been my pleasure to learn 
from and work with Mr. Prime these past 
few years. Earning Teacher of the Year is 
well-deserved, and I congratulate him.
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Teacher Tribute
We asked members of the Class of 2015 to share their thoughts about a 
teacher who made an impact on them during their time at Mt. Hebron.

“He pushed me out of my comfort zone.”
-Jasmine Garris on Mr. Mike Tittsworth

“She tutored me one on one all the time
and was very supportive.”

-Jeff Hayden on Ms. Leigh Miles

“He helped me during soccer, and he is always
there for me when I need him.”

-Anna Pallozzi on Mr. Robert Gibbons

“I call her ‘mom’ and she answers.”
-Stefen Chavis on Ms. Lisa Vitali

“He made high school tolerable.”
-Jacob Huett on Mr. Tommy Tittsworth

“He relates to his students and is always
honest with us.”

-Megan Konig on Mr. Eric Duke

“There is never a time that I’m not smiling
when she’s around.”

-Lauren Goodwin on Ms. Jennifer Green

“He taught me lessons that will last a lifetime.”
-Joey Trapuzzano on Mr. Mike Linsenmeyer

“She’s very passionate about getting to know her 
students and has a positive outlook on everything.”

-Meghan Doherty on Ms. Lindsay Zampier

“He makes me strive to be the best I can be.”
-Matt Ansaldi on Mr. Todd DeCrispino
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Baby Spero Hatches, Prepares to Leave the Nest

Seniors Move Forward to Join Armed Forces

By Neil Spero

By Monica Sebastian

The end of high school marks a new 
beginning for all graduates. Most will go 
on to worry about roommates, meal plans, 
tuition and dorm life. 

However, for a noble few, the end of 
high school marks initiation into what 
many Americans regard as the height of 
camaraderie and fraternity: the military.

This year, Mt. Hebron’s Class of 2015 
has several individuals preparing to go into 
the military after graduation, including 
seniors Wesley Peppers, Brandon Nicholas, 
Nia Crump and Jakob Huett. 

After high school, Peppers has decided to 
serve in the United States Army. He hopes 
to go into film later on in the future and 
spend some time working with computers. 

When asked how long he has known that 
he wanted to be in the military, Peppers 
replied, “Really since I can remember. 
I knew a while back this is what I was 
always going to do.” 

The same cannot be said for Brandon 
Nicholas who, at the end of February, 
decided to enlist in the Air Force for a four-
year cycle. 

For Nicholas, the idea to serve is newer, 
but no less exciting. In the future, he hopes 
to “work in his jobset, which [is] military 
drones,” he said. 

Nicholas expressed his gratitude to his 
family for driving him to and from testing 
and registration meetings.

Jakob Huett intends to be one of the few 
and proud Americans who are a part of the 
U.S. Marine Corps. He initially came up 
with the idea in middle school, and after 
further researching, “wanted to become a 
part of it more and more,” he said. 

Huett is excited to receive “a lot of 

good training” and is inspired by the 
positive impact participation in the 
military, particularly the Marines, has on 
individuals. 

“I see others joining the military and 
becoming better people, and being more 
capable,” remarked Huett.

Though the future graduates are going 
into different branches of the military, 
there are common threads between each 
individual. 

All three seniors mentioned that they 
had family members who had previously 
served or were currently serving in 
branches of the military, noting that their 
family ties were part of the inspiration to 
enlist themselves. 

Nicholas’s father is a retired member 
of the Air Force, while both Peppers and 
Huett have had multiple members of their 
families serve in various branches of the 
military.

Of the 3.1 million students who graduate  
from high school in the U.S. every year, 
only about 100,000 enlist in the armed 
forces. Huett, Nicholas and Peppers are 
truly distinguished and much-appreciated 
anomalies. 

There are many benefits of enlisting in 
the military that piqued the seniors interest 
in enlisting, such as the opportunity to 
receive a discounted or even free college 
education after service. 

In addition, serving in a specialized field 
in the military can provide valuable work 
experience and help develop important 
personality traits, such as responsibility 
and integrity.

However, responsibility and integrity are 
words that can already be used to describe 
this special group of seniors. “He’s very 

loyal and respectful. I don’t have anything 
but the utmost respect for him,” said Social 
Studies teacher Mr. Mike Tittsworth of 
Huett.

Media Specialist Mr. Scott Robinson had 
similar things to say about Peppers, who 
serves as his student aide. 

“I think he’s very driven to do well in 
the military,” remarked Mr. Robinson. “I 
think he’ll be a good representative for our 
country.”

These special seniors acknowledged 
that while they received much support 
from their parents, friends and school staff, 
they also encountered many who did not 
approve or expressed a negative opinion 

about their decision. 
Still, undaunted by the nay-sayers, 

Huett, Nicholas and Peppers approach the 
obstacles ahead with confidence and pride. 

Crump will be attending the prestigious 
United States Military Academy at West 
Point in the fall. 

With only a 9% acceptance rate, West 
Point is ranked as one of the top schools 
in the country and is easily one of the 
most sought after and coveted educational 
institutions. 

West Point offers free tuition, boarding 

“I see others joining 
the military and 
becoming better 

people...”

- Jakob Huett, 12

and dining to all who are selected to attend. 
Graduates are expected to serve in the 
Army for eight years after graduation as an 
officer.

Crump, who realized that she wanted 
to go into the military late last year, cites 
Mt. Hebron’s Canned Food Drive and 
Mr. Tittsworth’s Leadership class as her 
inspiration. 

“With the Canned Food Drive, being 
able to make someone’s life and Christmas 
better was amazing. I wanted to do that for 
the rest of my life,” she said.

In the future, Crump hopes to work for 
the federal government, possibly even 
someday at the White House as White 
House Press Secretary. With all of her 
accomplishments thus far, Crump is 
certainly on track to achieve her goals.

She would also like to recommend that 
any other students who are interested  in 
going into the armed forces should look 
into West Point Academy and apply. The 
institution offers many useful academic 
and career opportunities.

Next autumn will undoubtedly be an 
extremely formative and instructional time 
for all the seniors joining the military in 
any form. 

Though it may be uncommon, joining 
the armed forces is truly a privilege and a 
high honor.

Without the brave men and women 
who serve, it would be impossible for 
Americans to enjoy the freedom that exists 
in the U.S. today. 

Military service is one of the highest 
forms of self-sacrifice. Individuals who 
enlist are genuinely asking what they can 
do for their country, rather than what their 
country can do for them.

As my final year in my favorite class 
comes to an end, this is a time for me to 
reminisce about the friends who have come 
and gone and the wonderful experiences I 
have had during my three years working as 
a part of the Mt. Hebron Journalism team. 

It all started at the end of my freshman 
year, when former Editor-in-Chief and 
Class of 2013 alumnus Jon Nass, who is a 
close friend of mine, told me to sign up for 
the class for my sophomore year.

Nass described Journalism to me as a 
laid-back experience, stating that students 
could write about what we wanted and 
could pitch ideas for articles to bring the 
student body’s attention to important 
issues. 

Given that I knew several students in the 
class including my own brother, Luke, and 
many childhood friends, this was sure to 

be a fun time. I was confident that I would 
be comfortable trying something new in an 
environment surrounded by my friends.

Having a friend who was “higher-up” in 
the class meant that I probably could have 
gotten away with not doing much work. 
But writing articles during my fledgling 
days in Journalism was actually a great 
experience.

My first year consisted of writing articles 
with fellow writer and friend Scott Richards, 
who graduated in 2014. Whether they were 
about Baltimore legend Michael Phelps 
dominating the 2012 London Olympics or 
about the Mt. Hebron athletic programs or 
the newly elected Pope Francis, Scott and I 
wrote everything together. 

Toward the end of that year, I was 
presented with the opportunity to become 
the Opinions Editor. I was excited to take 
charge of an entire section of the newspaper 

as I filled the position left by my friend 
Jack Kindall when he graduated in 2013. 

I accepted and set out to learn the tricks 
of the trade. The software that we use to 
generate the layouts for the print edition 
of our newspaper is called InDesign, and 
mastering it was one of the most confusing 
and frustrating tasks I have ever faced in 
my life. In the end, I eventually had to 
teach myself, but that too was a pretty 
gratifying experience.

Returning that fall as a junior, I could 
proudly call myself the Opinions Section 
Editor of  The Mountain.  

“I felt like I was 
a sensei guiding 
writers down the 

path of journalistic 
enlightenment...”

A Blast from the Past From left, Spero, brother Luke and Nass in their early days 
before joining The Mountain staff.

Needless to say, this put me in a unique 
position. I was now in charge of students 
who were older than I was. A lot of the 
writers in the class that year were seniors. 

But this had an added benefit: it meant 
I could also have them complete tasks for 
me that I didn’t “have time” for. 

Working as an editor was one of the 
most interesting and rewarding things 
I have done while attending any school 
throughout my education.

 While editing the work of different 
writers, I gained insight into each person’s 
unique style and the angles that they were 
able to take on their subjects. I learned that 

you can tell a lot about a person by the way 
they write, so that was how I got to know a 
lot of my classmates.

At times, I felt like I was a sensei guiding 
writers down the path of journalistic 
enlightenment, and that was gratifying 
because I felt like I was actually teaching 
people and making a difference.

Going into my senior year, I was both 
happy and a little upset. Happy, because 
like Jon, I had managed to get a few of 
my close friends to sign up for Journalism. 
These guys, seniors Andrew Humm and 
Zack Stewart, have been my friends for as 
long as I can remember.

We had such an awesome time this year, 
not only writing together, but also goofing 
around and playing Wikipedia Races (a 
long-standing Journalism Class tradition).

This year, another close friend, senior 
Kelly Richards, became the Sports Section 
Editor. I got to spend a lot of time working 
with her, imparting upon her the editing 
tricks that I had learned over the years, just 
as my mentors had done before me.

 This year was a huge change of pace 
since we switched from a traditional 
newspaper to an online format. We had to 
learn how to get articles out a lot faster to 
keep things up to date. Our class showed 
dedication that I am insanely proud of.

Anyone who has the privilege of being in 
Ms. Fulchino’s Journalism class knows that 
being on staff changes your views of the 
world. You are surrounded by people who 
have different thoughts about everything, 
and your views may change after being 
exposed to such different opinions.

I will never experience anything like I 
did in this class. 
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Senior Spotlight:   Editors
1. Wikipedia Races

2. Her loud, giggly laugh. You can 
always tell when Fulch is the one 

cracking up.
3. “Supreme Leader” 

4. Good Kell, M.A.A.D. City
5. Our crazy, off-topic 

discussions

Kelly Richards
Sports Editor

Brady Burman-Magday
Editor-in-Chief 

1. When I was selling cookie dough for our 
fundraiser, I met the father of the first kid 

ever to star as Joe in 
Damn Yankees at Mt. Hebron.

2. “Put your hood on! Your head is 
scaring me.”

3. “Good Cop”
4. The Four Elements: Remastered
5. Fulch and her Filipino-ness

1. Best Journalism memory?
2. Favorite Fulchino-ism?

3. Journalism Squad role?
4. The name of your next album?

5. What will you miss most?
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Senior Spotlight:   Editors
Brady Burman-Magday

Editor-in-Chief 
Alia Abdelkader

Editor-in-Chief 
1. When Mr. Sankey told me that he was 

moved by my review of The King and I
2. “Where is everybody? Nobody is ever 

here!”
3. “Bad Cop”
4. IconaSTOP

5. Our Journalism family

Neil Spero
Opinions Editor

1. Llama or Duck?
2. “Ear muffs!”

3. “Central Source of Swag”
4. Neezus

5. Getting news out to the school

1. Best Journalism memory?
2. Favorite Fulchino-ism?

3. Journalism Squad role?
4. The name of your next album?

5. What will you miss most?
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Senior Writers Bid Readers Adieu

Rasha Abuhassan
“Farewell, Hebron.

It’s been real.”

Alex Park
“I’m outtie.”

Gabby Greene
“See you at the reunion.”

Zack Stewart
“Journalism was the 

   
sice of  the century.”

Andrew Humm
“Adios, buckaroos.”

Josh Mendez
“Peace, love and

   positivity.”

Alex Murray
“I’ll miss working

   
on the broadcast.”

Nolan Freeman
“I’ll miss you guys.”
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Editor-in-Chief Learns, Masters Four Elements

Exchange Students Share Global Perspective

By Brady Burman-Magday

sophomore year is the year where people 
try to grow too quickly. You are not a 
freshman anymore, so you rejoice by doing 
whatever you want. No, we do not run the 
school just because we can pick an elective 
now. 

You have a year under your belt, and 
some of us athletes begin to see Varsity 
playing time. How much cooler can you 
get? 

Well, unfortunately for the majority of 
normal birthday-ers in the school, many 
of us didn’t have licenses or cars. I still 
love to run errands occasionally with my 
mother in our Honda Odyssey, no lie, but it 
was a hassle having to wait for rides back 
then. Now, most of the grade is licensed 
and free to drive in the reckless manner we 
were forewarned about in Driver’s Ed.

Back in 10th grade, things were easy. The 
workload of junior year was just a mirage 
in the distance. We stood on the precipice 
called “getting our lives together,” and the 
breeze was nice. 

If I had any advice for upcoming 
sophomores, it would be to pick up a hobby. 
Get good at yo-yo-ing or photography, 
because this is your big chance. Join 
something you hadn’t thought of joining 
before. Personally, I got involved in 
Sankey productions and tried something 

new, but to each his own.
I truly believe that junior year, with all 

of its terrible late nights and pressures 
surrounding standardized testing and 
getting involved, was still the best of my 
high school career. 

We had a year left, but we competed 
with everything the seniors above us did. 
We crushed, no, we demolished the 2014 
seniors in the pep rally. Certainly, we are 
not merely good for pulling a rope or 
running with ankles tied together, but we 
have some talented people at this school. 
For the sake of not leaving anyone out at 
all, we have gifted musicians, singers, 
debaters, everything.

Honestly, though, nothing brings 
back better memories than the SAT. The 
Scholastic Aptitude Test. The So Annoying 
Test. I personally enjoyed the idea that 
colleges could base my potential success 
upon a three-hour bout of mental exertion!

Okay, yes, if you did well, I commend 
you. Like any other form of competition, 
which is realistically what the SAT is, there 
are certain components necessary to beat 
your opponents (i.e. anybody interested in 
attending a university in the United States).

You need to practice. You need to 
rest before the big game. You need to 
understand the game you’re about to enter. 
Yes, a good score indicates impressive 
work ethic, but maybe a student who lacks 
in geometry or algebra ability excels in 

communication? 
That is right, Yale, you missed out on 

accepting a future legend. I did not actually 
do poorly on the SAT, and we could dissect 
the test for hours, but after it is over and you 
send in your scores, it is done. Vanquished. 
You can critically read my lips: “I don’t 
care about your score on the math section.” 
Please leave, and thank you for your time.

Okay, I do not care about the scorebooks. 
But our senior class won every single 
spirit day, without a doubt. From the 
Jimi Venkatraman Experience to a live 
performance of the Star Spangled Banner, 
we were by far the most elite class this 
school has seen in recent years. But for 
some, senior year dropped off after that.

We applied to schools and scholarships, 
and for many (definitely me), we caught up 
on any sleep we missed during high school. 
Honestly, I’ve had senioritis for longer 
than I can remember. 

If you did not come in late to school or 
miss a day to relax, you might just be the 
terminator. You are not a human. You are 
an impressive species. You are an anteater, 
and I am an ant. Yeah, so there you have 
it. High school, if I had to sum it up as a 
whole: ants.

If I had to describe senior year, it would 
be like the final day before Harry gets on 
the train for Hogwarts. His entire life has 
been building up to this one moment, but 
he has one more day. Twenty-four hours 

may feel like forever, but suddenly it is 
night time.

He probably should have gone to bed 
earlier so he would be well rested for the 
trip tomorrow. But no, it is three in the 
morning, and he is still watching reruns of 
“Avatar The Last Airbdender” even though 
he has school tomorrow. 

If you are anything like me, you spend 
90% of it loafing around, doing lazy things, 
and then suddenly you are less than a 
month away from graduation. 

You are about a few hundred words 
away from concluding your journalism 
career. About one summer away from 
saying goodbye to the friends you have 
known inside and out for as long as you 
can remember. I expect my final goodbyes 
to be dramatic with fireworks going off in 
the distance, maybe an explosion. 

I know they will not happen like that, 
though. Tomorrow, they will be gone, and 
so will you. Senior year is like one big 
breakup with everybody you know. 

Before you part ways, you go on a 
few nice dates, but then it is over. Just 
remember, though, even Adele had to be 
dumped to become successful, and now 
she is styling on everyone. We will all be 
okay. Trust me. 

And even if you do not trust me, trust 
that I am a master of romance. Actually, 
probably not. I would not trust me.

Thus, we conclude high school. 

The idea alone sounds frightening: 
traversing oceans, living in another 
country, staying with a new family, 
practicing a non-native language, adapting 
to a different culture. 

For some in the Mt. Hebron community, 
studying abroad was a chance too good 
to pass up. Although students in Howard 
County schools are not permitted to study 
abroad, students from other countries can 
travel here and live with a host family to 
experience American culture.

This year, five foreign exchange students 
from countries all over came to Mt. Hebron: 
Elisa Palumbo and Marta Kaclulis from 
Italy, Maria Hendar and Neo Irestad from 
Sweden and Johanne Hove from Norway.

“I decided to become an exchange student 
because I thought it was a great experience 
to do, and this is the way to learn English 
and get closer to the American culture,” 
commented Palumbo.

Exchange students stay for the entire 
school year. After returning to her 
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respective country, each student finishes 
a final year of study, a requirement of the 
program, before graduating.

For some people, the experience of 
being a new student may seem stressful 
and scary, but at Mt. Hebron, meeting new 
people and forming lasting relationships 
seemed to come easily. When asked 
what activities they were involved in, the 
exchange students quickly replied with a 
list of extensive extracurriculars. 

“I played basketball. Now I am on track, 
and I have been on class board,” said 
Kaclulis.

Hendar shared that she was involved 
in cross-country, managed basketball, ran 
track and was involved in Mt. Hebron’s 
theater productions. 

On top of the different sports and clubs 
they signed up for, the students joined in 
senior festivities and Mt. Hebron traditions, 
like the crab feast, homecoming and prom. 

Each country in the world has a unique 
culture and different customs, so coming 
here required major adjustments on the 

part of this year’s exchange students, 
with particular regards to differences in 
American food, social convention and 
even the way school works here. 

“School in Europe is really different. 
You don’t change class every day and you 
have to study all day depending on what 
you choose,” added Palumbo. 

“Mt. Hebron is really different from my 
home school. We don’t do any activities 
after school. It’s just study, study and 
study,” agreed Kaclulis.

But, as Principal Scott Ruehl noted, 
the international students are not the only 
ones who learn something new from their 
experience here in the United States.

“We get learn about other people’s 
cultures and countries, and they get to learn 
about ours,” Mr. Ruehl said.

When becoming a foreign exchange 
student, one has to leave her family and 
everything that she is used to back home. 
Naturally, there is room for homesickness. 

Among the Norwegian aspects of life 
Hove misses, “cheese is the biggest thing. 
When you leave out parents, and then the 
boyfriend and friends and stuff like that, 
it comes to cheese, definitely,” laughed 
Hove.

Snow Day Selfie Hove, Hendar, and Kaclulis join a group of friends for a true American 
tradition: playing outside on a snow day. (Photo courtesy of  Madison Coliano)

As the students reflect on the many 
memories they have made during their time 
in America, some have trouble choosing 
the ultimate, memorable experience. 

“I was so excited when I got my locker,” 
added Palumbo, but she had many more 
interesting experiences as well.

“I took many trips with my host family. 
We went to Miami, Colorado, and New 
York. It was like a dream come true,” said 
Palumbo.

With the upcoming graduation, the 
students prepare to say their heartfelt 
goodbyes to the new friends and memories 
they have at Mt. Hebron.

“I will miss their constant, warm smiles 
and high-energy personalities as well as 
the great friendship they have given me 
this year,” senior Erik Schilstra said.

In addition, Schilstra is grateful to the 
international students for bringing “unity 
to this school,” he said.

“Their happy-go-lucky attitudes brought 
so many of us together and introduced 
me to people I’d never thought to talk to 
before,” he added.

Although the girls will be missed, friends 
like Schilstra hope to reunite with them on 
their future visits.

By Sara Chernikoff and Shay Stewart

Jolly Good Show From left to right, Hove, seniors Madison Coliano and Julianne 
Hilton, and Hendar pose for a photo after a  production of “Hello, Dolly!” (Photo 
courtesy of  Madison Coliano)
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California 
California State University Long Beach
Isabelle Cox

University of California San Diego
Albert Zhang

Connecticut 
University of New Haven
Khalif Green

Delaware
University of Delaware
Kathryn Diaz
Harper Drake
Samantha Lash
Yasara Senewiratne

District of Columbia
American University
Brandon Breazeale
Hershal Chaddha
Christine Machovec

Catholic University of America
Hannah Schied

Florida
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Nathan Ordowski

Florida Institute of Technology
Kate Noonan

Florida State University
Karoline Melan

Nova Southeastern University
Ishan Shan

University of Central Flordia
Jay Dunbar

University of Tampa
Allison Beall
Mukti Patel

Georgia
Emory University
Veronica Nitkin

Georgia Tech
Olivia Sergent

Savannah College of Art and Design
Joseph Blasko

Indiana
Depauw University
Nick Suri

Indiana Wesleyan University
Patrick Hardy

Purdue University
Derek Chiu
Matthew Chow

Iowa
Grinnell College
Andrew Lieman

Louisiana
Louisiana State University
Olivia Williams

Maine
University of Maine
Paul Janisewski

Maryland
Anne Arundel Community College
Kimberly Wade

Community College of Baltimore County
Katie Colindres
Brandy Grissom
Halle Solesky
Theodore Tamaris

Frostburg State University
Aaron Amaker
Evelyn Fritz
Kelly Richards
Madelyn Weinberger

Howard Community College
Mahtub Ahmadi
Aliya Arshad
Karina Aquiahuatl-Villagran
Jacob Babcock
Meghan Bambach
Alexander Bass
Spencer Becraft
Jenna Castle
Rene Cerna
Andrew Chadwick
Allen Cheung
Lauren Clabough
Kaleal Cook
Esther da Silva
Linh Dan
Deanna Doll
Jennifer Dunbar
Scott Dwyer
Yakelin Enriquez
Nolan Freeman
Tanner French
Miguel Fuentes
Eleanor Hade
Remonda Hana
Kalvin Henderson
Julianne Hilton
Ashleigh Hines
Victoria Holthaus
Allison Hutsler
Emily Idzi
Anthony Jo
Jaden Jung
Won Jae Jung
Aleyna Kaymak
Jin Ho Kim
Huda Khokar
Maxwell Kiely
Sara Kirchner
Sachin Kumar
Michelle Lee
Christopher Lee
Viviana Leon
Mary Liberto
Imara Mayo
James McKeon
Farihah Mehmud
Joshua Mendez
Julia Morgenthau
Alexander Murray
Ecem Mustu
Rira Okada
Ezequiel Ornelas
Aqsa Rauf
Hannah Raughley
Rida Raza
Emily Reider
Daniel Rew
Paul Riggins
Lucas Sampogna
Brandon Serrano

Karen Shendy
John Shin
Neil Spero
Ryan Synder
Dylon Smith
Rachel Smith
Taylor Smith
Destiny Topp
Katelin Wagoner
Cole Watts
Jordan Weber
Katiana Weems
Angel Woo
John Wicklein
Erin Wright

Johns Hopkins University
Justin Chen

McDaniel College
Tahj Essien

Morgan State University
Chris Boston

Mount St. Mary’s University
Andrew Humm
Alec Munns

Notre Dame of Maryland University
Margaret Afari

Salisbury University
Kelsey Albert
Allie Bishop
Sean Burke
Liam Coffey
Sydney Davis
Jared Johnson
Megan Konig
Katherine Kruse
Colin Marshall
Megan Miller

St. Mary’s College
Matthew Ansaldi
Evelyn Hernandez

Stevenson University
Hailey Collins
Alyssa Dahle
Andrew Hynson
Sarah Seen 

Towson University
Sania Ali
Sara Ali
Giovanna Alli
Roberta Alexander
Ashley Baker
Kenneth Brossoie
Paige Buck
Justin Burk
Bradie Campana
David Carroll
Madison Coliano
Jasmine Garris
Lauren Goodwin
Jeffrey Hayden
Kelly Hilton
Christina Huston
Seung Jung
Barsha Kafle
Esther Kim
Klaudia Labuda
Paige Mallin
Connor Maloney
Emma Miller
Sydney Mitchell
Kelly Myslinski
Timothy Namie

Garrett Poston
Breanna Shirtliff
Mark Smith
Connor Strunk
Joseph Trapuzzano
Koray Unsal
Javiera Velez-Cortes

University of Baltimore
Rasha Alkhateeb

University of Maryland, Baltimore County
Rasha Abuhassan
Moeez Ahmed
Sang Ahn
Ilzat Ali
Cody Baisel
Brandon Bang
Harsimran Boparai
Alex Cha
Eric Cha
William Chanmugam
Michael Chapman
Robert Duguay
Carl Freund
Eric Hansen
Sophia Hegazin
Sean Holcomb
Seong Hoon Kang
Maya Huber
Quentin Huyett
Matthew Kim
Pavan Konanur

    Jungsu Lee
Sung Yeon Lim
Daniel Lin
Serene Mathew
Salmaan Mubeen
Alex Nguyen
Charles Oh
Maria Packard
Aishwarya Panchumarty
Ji Y Park
Julian Parmele
Brenda Pena
Abraham Prasad
Noor Qureshi
Fatima Raposo
Kamyar Rasouli
Thomas Rice
Rithika Sayini

Dong Jin Seo
Zeba Shaik
Maira Sher Bano
Anthony Valeri
Nicholas Wardell
Katherine Weiss
Corey Wiggs
Karen Zhang
Rose Zilberberg
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University of Maryland, College Park
Alia Abdelkader
Leena Abraham
Uzair Ahtesham
Akshaya Anand
Madelyn Au
Amy Augustine
Navreet Bajwa
Camilla Barnard
Benjamin Bellis
Brady Burman-Magday
Victor Cheung
Justin Cho
Won Cho
Yeon Hee Cho
JiWoong Chung
Allison Conde
Vincent Cozzo
Brian Demek
Atharva Deshpande
Meghan Doherty
Cheryl Dombrowski
Nicole Duster
Rebecca Freerksen

Dominick Gaimaro
Jennifer Giles
Joon Hwang
Emily Kader
Anusha Kambala 
Esther Kim
Mark Laymon
Chaeyeon Lee
Grant Lily
Lucian Lum
Nicholas Marcinelli
Joselyn Markas
Maria Matthews
Matthew Murphy
Jeffrey O’Neal
Oluwadara Owoeye
Kristin Pak
Shruti Patel
Maya Pillai
Nina Pillai
Anoosh Reddy
Joseph Rogers
Abigail Santoni
Phillip Schulman
Samuel Shiao
Nathan Stock
Michael Strayhorn
Nithin Venkatraman
Evan Winter
Zachary Wynegar 
Janette Yacynych 
Eileen Zohorsky
Kseniya Zubilova

Washington College
Madeleine Bennett

Massachusetts 
Amherst College
Brittany (Hope) Kim

Boston College
John Kim
Adeyemi Lawal

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences
Rupa Elias

University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Hye Kyung Kang

Michigan 
Michigan State University
Tomas Hedges

New Hampshire
Brewster Academy
Aaren Smith

University of New Hampshire
Caroline Crocker

New Jersey
New Jersey Institute of Technology
Anthony Chirayath

New York
Barnard College
Marie Sgouros

Fordham University
Erik Schilstra

Iona College
Eleanor Nancarrow

Manhattan College
Madeline Dennis

Pace University
Carly Wakefield

Rochester Institute of Technology
Alexander Schroeder

Saint John’s University
Chi Ham

Syracuse University
Brigid Daly

Vaughn College
Thomas Wolday

Wagner College
Ye Jun Song

West Point Military Academy 
Nia Crump

North Carolina
Appalachian State
Rebecca Walker

High Point University
Julia Corrigan 

Pfieffer University
Allison Unkenholz

Queens University of Charlotte
Camryn Case

Ohio
Denison University
Naomi Abankwah

Oberlin College
Gabrielle Greene

Otterbein University
Caitlin Francis
Camille Stewart

Oklahoma
Oklahoma City University
Samantha Bronow

Oklahoma State University
Stephanie Carroll

Pennsylvania
Albright College
Stefen Chavis

Carnegie Mellon University
Stephanie Bao
Vincent Kang

Duquesne University
Preston Hogue
Amanda Hough
Jennifer Park

Penn State University
Heeyoon Chung
Emily Purnell

Seton Hill University 
Kylie Zuiderhof

Temple University 
Andrew Park

Ursinus College
Monisade Bademosi

Villanova University
Bridget Reese

York College
Abby Adelman
Shane Brookhart
Jacob Snyder

South Carolina
Clemson University
Kara Donovan

University of South Carolina
Anna Siedlecki

Tennessee
Vanderbilt University
Tae Kim

Utah
Brigham Young University
Garrison Brower

Virginia
Christopher Newport University
Caroline Smith

Fork Union Military Academy
Joshua Bryant  

George Mason University
Julia Chiei
Kathryn Kelehan
Zackary Stewart

Hampton University
Reeana Richardson

James Madison University
Jordan Fok

Drew Holt
Kamden Lloyd
Alec Vaughan 

Radford University
Anna Pallozzi

Virgina Commonwealth University
Julia Gilbert

Virginia State University 
Micah Bullard

Virginia Tech
Peter Kump
Brian O’Neal
Kristen Osuji
James Norton

West Virginia
Marshall University
Erin Baker
Danielle Coliukos

Shepherd University
Austin Day

Wisconsin
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Jacob Lamparella

U.S. Territories
University of the Virgin Islands
La’lique Lockhart

International
United Kingdom
University College, London
Lauretta Shearman

India
Loyola College
Abishek Jeyakumar

Armed Forces
Air Force
Brandon Nicholas

Army
Wesley Peppers

Marine Corps
Jakob Huett
Matthew Newell
Alfonso Rivas

Work
Brennen Fleming

Undecided/Other
Yasmeen Abu-Arquob
John Austraw
Brian Cruz
Hunter Dopkin
Young Joon Eo
Jade Gant
Juan Garcia
Bethany Garrett-Taylor
Kristen Hart
Alexis Jackson
Andrew Kitzman
Ye Hwan Lee
Brandon Liu
Ethan Munns
Alex Park
Lillia Siuta
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